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Children of the plumed serpent: THE LEGACY OF QUETZALCOATL IN 

ANCIENT MEXICO 
Press images, Full image captions 
 

1. Unknown 

Tripod Vessel with Effigy Figure ,  (AD 1200-1500) 
Mexico, Western Oaxaca, Miahuatlan  
Slip-painted ceramic 
12 7/16 x 4 ½ in. 
American Museum of Natural History, New York 
Photo © AMNH, courtesy of the Division of Anthropol ogy, American Museum of 
Natural History, by Denis Finnin 
 

2. Unknown 

Relación Geográfica Map of Teozacoalco,  (AD 1580) 
Mexico, Oaxaca 
56 x 69 11/16 in. (142 x 177 cm) 
Nettie Lee Benson Latin American Collection, Univer sity of Texas Libraries 
Photo © Benson Latin American Collection, Universit y of Texas at Austin 
 

3. Unknown 

Codex Selden, (AD 1556-1560) 
Mexico, Western Oaxaca  
Deerskin, gesso and pigments 
20 leaves: 10 7/8 x 10 7/8 in. (27.5 x 27.5 cm) eac h 
Bodleian Library, University of Oxford 
Photo © The Bodleian Library, University of Oxford 
 

4. Unknown 

Rain-god Vessel , (AD 1200-1500) 
Mexico, Colima, El Chanal  
Slip-painted ceramic 
9 ¾ x 8 ¼ x 11 ¼ in. (24.7 x 21 x 28.5 cm) 
Kimbell Art Museum, Fort Worth, Texas 
Photo © Kimbell Museum/Art Resource, NY  
 

5. Unknown 

Skull with Turquoise Mosaic, (1400-1521) 
Mexico, Western Oaxaca or Puebla  
Human skull with turquoise, jadeite and shell 
6 ½ x 6 x 8 in. (16.51 x 15.24 x 20.32 cm) 
Gift of Constance McCormick Fearing 
Photo © 2012 Museum Associates/LACMA 
 

6. Unknown 

Vessel with Codex-style Scene ,  (1350-1521) 
Mexico, Nayarit 
Slip-painted ceramic 
13 ¼ x 7 ½ in. (33.66 x 19.05 cm) 
Purchased with funds provided by Camilla Chandler F rost 
Photo © 2012 Museum Associates/LACMA 
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7. Unknown 

Seated Figure of Quetzalcoatl ,  (AD 600-900) 
Mexico, Veracruz 
Ceramic with traces of pigment 
25 5/8 x 12 5/8 x 13 3/8 in. (65 x 32 x 34 cm) 
Museo de Antropología Xalapa, Universidad Veracruza na, Xalapa 
Photo © 2012 Museum Associates/LACMA, by Jorge Pére z de Lara 
 

8. Unknown 

Architectural Ornament in the Form of a Cut Shell, (AD 1400-1521) 
Mexico, Tenochtitlan  
Modeled ceramic with fragments of stucco and pigmen t 
90 9/16 x 42 1/8 x 5 ¾ in. (239 x 107 x 14.5 cm); B ase: 43 5/16 x 28 3/8 x 
9 15/16 in. (110 x 72 x 10 cm) 
Museo del Templo Mayor, Mexico City 
Photo © Instituto Nacional de Antropología e Histor ia (CONACULTA-INAH-MEX) 
 

9.  Unknown 

Turquoise-mosaic Disk, (AD 1300-1521) 
Mexico  
Turquoise and wood 
15 3/8 in. (diam.) (39 cm) 
Museo del Tempo Mayor, Mexico City 
Photo © 2012 Museum Associates/LACMA, by Jorge Pére z de Lara 
 

10.  Unknown 

Atlantid (throne support),  (AD 850-1150) 
Mexico, Yucatán, Chichen Itza  
Limestone 
33 7/8 x 19 5/16 x 15 3/8 in. (86 x 49 x 39 cm) 
Museo Nacional de Antropología, Mexico City 
Photo © 2012 Museum Associates/LACMA, by Jorge Pére z de Lara 
 

11. Unknown 

Feathered Serpent with the Year 1 Reed ,  (AD 1200-1521) 
Mexico  
Basalt 
8 ¼ x 17 5/16 in. (21 x 44 cm) 
Museo Nacional de Antropología, Mexico City 
Photo © Instituto Nacional de Antropología e Histor ia (CONACULTA-INAH-MEX) 
 

12. Unknown 

Turquoise-mosaic Disk, (AD 900-1200) 
Mexico, Hidalgo, Tula  
Turquoise, pyrite and wood 
13 5/16 x 7/8 in. (diam.) (33.6 x 2.1 cm) 
Museo Nacional de Antropología, Mexico City 
Photo © 2012 Museum Associates/LACMA, by Jorge Pére z de Lara 
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13.  Unknown 

Turquoise-mosaic Disk,  (AD 900-1200) 
Mexico, Yucatán, Chichén Itzá  
Wood and turquoise 
9 5/8 x ¾ in. (diam.) (24.4 x 1.8 cm) 
Museo Nacional de Antropología, Mexico City 
Photo © 2012 Museum Associates/LACMA, by Jorge Pére z de Lara 
 

14. Unknown 

Carved Panel Depicting Lord 10 Death,  (AD 1100-1500) 
Mexico, Oaxaca, Tilantongo 
Stone 
18 1/8 x 21 1/4 x 3 1/4 in. (46 x 54 x 8.3 cm) 
Museo Nacional de Antropología, Mexico City 
Photo © 2012 Museum Associates/LACMA, by Jorge Pére z de Lara 
 

15. Unknown 

Effigy Censer in the Form of the Maize God ,  (AD 1200-1400) 
Mexico, Yucatán, Mayapan 
Slip-painted ceramic 
22 7/8 x 13 13/16 x 12 5/8 in.  (58 x 35 x 32 cm) 
Museo Nacional de la Historia, Chapultepec, Mexico 
Photo © 2012 Museum Associates/LACMA, by Jorge Pére z de Lara 
 

16. Unknown 

Solar Disk, (AD 1530-1650) 
Mexico, Puebla, Tepeaca  
Stone 
9 1/16 x 43 5/16 in. (23 x 110 cm) 
Museo Regional de Puebla 
Photo © 2012 Museum Associates/LACMA, by Jorge Pére z de Lara 
 

17.  Unknown 

Effigy Censer, (AD 1200-1500) 
Mexico, Yucatán, Mayapan 
Ceramic with pigments 
25 x 14 9/16 x 13 13/16 in. (63.5 x 37 x 35 cm) (?)  
Museo Regional de Antropología de Yucatán, “Palacio  Cantón,” Mérida 
Photo © 2012 Museum Associates/LACMA, by Jorge Pére z de Lara 
 

18.  Unknown 

Coati Effigy Vessel, (AD 900-1150) 
Mexico, Yucatán, Progreso 
Plumbate ceramic 
7 11/16 x 6 5/16 x 3 3/16 in. (diam.) (19.5 x 16 x 8 cm) 
Museo Regional de Antropología de Yucatán, “Palacio  Cantón,” Mérida 
Photo © 2012 Museum Associates/LACMA, by Jorge Pére z de Lara 
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19.   Unknown 

Turquoise-mosaic Shield, (AD 1100-1521) 
Mexico, Puebla, Acatlan 
Wood, stone, tree resin, and turquoise 
12 13/16 x 12 3/4 x 13/16 in. (32.5 x 32.3 x 2 cm)  
National Museum of the American Indian, Smithsonian  Institution, 
Washington D.C. 
Photo © National Museum of the American Indian, Smi thsonian Institution 
 

20. Unknown 

Finger Ring Depicting Xipe Totec, (AD 1000-1500) 
Mexico, Oaxaca  
Gold 
1 5/16 x 1 3/16x 11/16 in. (3.3 x 3 x 1.7 cm) 
National Museum of the American Indian, Smithsonian  Institution, 
Washington, D.C. 
Photo © National Museum of the American Indian, Smi thsonian Institution 
 

21. Unknown 

Face Ornaments, (AD 900-1200) 
Mexico, Yucatán, Chichen Itza 
Hammered sheet gold and resin 
Eyepieces: height: 6 5/16 in. (16 cm); 
Mouthpiece: width: 5 7/8 in. (14.8 cm) 
Peabody Museum of Archaeology and Ethnology, Harvar d University 
Photo courtesy of the Peabody Museum of Archaeology  and Ethnology, Harvard 
University 
 

22. Unknown 

Pedestal Bowl ,  (AD 1200-1521) 
Mexico 
Slip-painted ceramic 
5 1/4 x 7 1/16 x 7 3/8 in. (13.4 x 18 x 18.7 cm) 
Staatliche Museen zu Berlin: Preu βischer Kulturbesitz, Ethnologisches 
Museum 
Photo © Staatliche Museen zu Berlin, Ethnologisches  Museum (IV Ca 10855), 
Berlin, Germany, by Ines Seibt/BPK, Berlin/Art Reso urce, NY 
 

23. Unknown 

Xantil , (AD 1200-1521) 
Mexico 
Ceramic with postfire application of pigment 
13 6/7 in. (35.2 cm) 
Staatliche Museen zu Berlin: Preu βischer Kulturbesitz, Ethnologisches 
Museum 
Photo © Staatliche Museen zu Berlin, Ethnologisches  Museum (IV Ca 10855), 
Berlin, Germany, by Ines Seibt/BPK, Berlin/Art Reso urce, NY 
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24. Unknown 

Chalice,  (AD 1521-1600) 
Mexico, Puebla, Acatzingo 
Slip-painted ceramic 
5 x 6 5/8 in. (diam.) (12.5 x 16.8 cm) 
Staatliches Museum fur Volkerkunde, Munich 
Photo © Staatliches Museum für Völkerkunde, Munich,  by M. Weidner 
 

25. Unknown 

Censer with Claw Handle , (AD 1200-1521) 
Mexico 
Slip-painted ceramic 
7 7/8 x 6 1/8 in. (20 x 15.6 cm) 
The British Museum, London 
Photo © Trustees of the British Museum/Art Resource , NY 
 

26. Unknown 

Vessel with Head Emerging from Serpent Maw, (AD 900-1521) 
Mexico, Veracruz, Isla de Sacrificios 
Fine Orange ceramic 
5 x 4 3/4 in. (12.7 x 12 cm) 
The British Museum, London 
Photo © Trustees of the British Museum/Art Resource , NY 
 

27. Unknown 

Codex Nuttall, (15th–16th century) 
Mexico, Western Oaxaca 
Deerskin, gesso, and pigments 
44 11/16 x 7 1/2 x 9 1/4 in. (113.5 x 19 x 23.5 cm)  
The British Museum Library, London 
Photo © Trustees of the British Museum/Art Resource , NY 
 

28. Unknown 

Bust of Quetzalcoatl, (AD 1300-1521) 
Mexico 
Stone 
12 13/16 x 9 in. (32.5 x 23 cm) 
The British Museum, London 
Photo © Trustees of the British Museum/Art Resource , NY 
 

 
Press Image Bank: To access the images online, visit LACMA’s Press Im age  

Bank at lacma.org/press 
 
Media contact: LACMA Communications, press@lacma.org, 323 857-652 2 
 


