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centuries ago. Today, these Japanese collections are valued not only for having preserved 

rare Chinese paintings, but also for the ways in which their contents illuminate shifting 

trends in Japanese culture,” said Stephen Little, department head and curator of Chinese 

and Korean art at LACMA. “These works are exceptional, and this is an incredibly rare 

opportunity to see these masterpieces in Los Angeles.” 

 

The exhibition is accompanied by an eponymous catalogue featuring reproductions and in-

depth analysis of each painting, including its religious or secular significance and 

provenance in China and Japan. Copublished by LACMA and Prestel/DelMonico Books, 

the catalogue includes essays by Stephen Little and LACMA’s associate curator of 

Chinese art, Christina Yu Yu. 

 

Due to the light-sensitive nature of the works of art, the exhibition will take place in two 

parts: 

First Rotation:   May 11–June 1, 2014 

Second Rotation:   June 7–July 6, 2014 

                         The exhibition will be closed to the public for a brief period, between June 2 and 6, to  

                         accommodate the rotation of works on view.  

 
Exhibition Highlights 

Chinese Paintings from Japanese Collections is organized chronologically, with works 

ranging in date from the 13th–17th centuries. The exhibition explores the significance of 

these paintings in both China and Japan and traces their history of ownership in Japan.  

 

Over a period of 700 years and during three key phases of Japanese history—the 

Kamakurara and Muromachi periods (14th–16th centuries), the Edo period (17th–19th 

centuries), and the Meiji, Taisho,̄ and early Show̄a periods (early 20th century)—many 

Chinese paintings from the Tang (618–906), Song (960–1279), Yuan (1260–368), 

and Ming (1368–1644) dynasties crossed the ocean from China to Japan by way of 

merchants and Buddhist monks. Acquired through both purchase and gift, Chinese 

paintings functioned as symbols of status in Japanese culture and important models for 

painting traditions in Japan. 
 

Sparrows on Bamboo in the Rain (13th century) is one of the most famous works 

attributed to Muqi, a monk-painter who lived in the 13th century. The painting’s 

sophisticated brushwork and handling of ink tones are consistent with other known works 

by the artist. The scroll is known to have been in Japan by the early 15th century, and it 

bears two collectors’ seals of the Muromachi period shogun (military dictator) Ashikaga 

Yoshinori, who ruled from 1429 to 1441. 

 

The Poet Li Bai Chanting a Poem on a Stroll (13th century) is one of the most famous 
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